DOCOMENT RESOME 



ED 129 505 



RC 009 459 



AUTHOR 
TITLE 

POB DATE 
NOTE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



ABSTRACT 



Kocik, Luc jan 

The Social Consequences of the Changing Functions of 
the Rural Family in Post-War Poland, 
Aug 76 

12p,; Paper presented at the World Congress of Rural 
Sociology (4th, Torun, Poland, August 1976) 

MF-$0.83 HC-$1,57 Plus Postage, 

Behavior Change; *Changing Attitudes; Developing 
Nations; Economic Factors; Family (Sociological 
Unit); Family Life; Foreign Countries; 
♦Industrialization; Life Style; *Rural Family; 
♦Social Systems; Sociocultural Patterns; 
♦Socioeconomic Influences; *Urbanization ; Values 
♦Poland; World Congress of Rural Sociology (4th) 



Conducted in four villages situated near Tarnow, a 
large urban and industrial centre, this study examined the process of 
change in the functioning of the rural family, as set against the 
transformation of their general living conditions brought about by 
the socialist industrialization and urbanization in post-war Poland. 
Issues studied were: family problems in country life; formation of a 
new value system; new cultural demands and consumption patterns in 
the villages; role of endogenous and exogenous elements in the 
urbanization process; degree of realization of the social 
consequences of this process; and concrete manifestations of the 
process of adaptation of rural Poland to the changed situation, 
namely, that of a socialist industrialized community. The sample 
included 2 successive generations of rural families: 120 procreation 
families (married 5 years or less) and 120 origin families (parents 
and in-laws of the procreation families). It was found that the 
process of change consisted — within the scope of a family — mainly in 
a decrease of the determining effect formerly exerted by the 
productive-economic function upon the remaining ones, i.e,, the 
procreational, educational, securing, and integrational-expressive 
functions, owing to the accessibility of extra-agricultural sources 
of income and to the constant decline of the significance of land as 
a value decisive for a given family's living conditions. (NQ) 
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Introdac tovy coasidera tions 

The oociaJlst industraalizatxon 
and urbanization of PoJand have caused rapid socio - cultural 
chan£e£> in the countcysxde, manifesting, themselves xo all as- 
peols of village life and embracxng the entire continuum from 
material culture to social consciousness^ 

These Ghanges have appeared very markedly in the spheres of. beha-- 
vior, attitudes^ asf>xration3^ and expanding perspectives of the 
rural family^ For this reason also# we can best analyze these 
problems directly through the aid of etnjpiracal studies* 
In the la£)t five years, one can observe la our couiitry a grovving 
concern wxtJb faroiiy processes not only by scholars in their 
respective fields, but also bii government officials*, 
De&pite this fact, however^ we are still faced with a lacl^ 
of extensive research on this topic ^ The exietxpg literature 
does not yet give us a full pxctoire of functioniog of the fami- 
ly in conteraporary PoJand^ nor does it show explicitly the tea-' 
dency in which these chang^es are Headed^ The main obstacles 
In this regard have beeat 1/ the wide diversity of applied 
methods of empirical research, 2/ the lack of agre^m^nt as to 
the exact meaoxoa ot oox conceptual, terminolosy^ 3/ -the differ- 
ent degrees of complexity of various anal:yses and their level 
of generality, and H/ the lack of continuous inyestie:^t Jon 
of the same communities^ all of -these factors making Ctsirnparati^/e 
research very difficulty 
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Ji. Tne nu-al fcj-.iily in the light of some stat isti cal data 

or tlie aproxiiuatoly 7 869 000 families In Poland, neerly 
^1-5, prefiontiy live iu countryside. The average number of 
peraouo in the rural family amounts to 3 ♦8? / for the urban 
family 3.03 /, Aproximately 22, G% of rural families are compo- 
sed of extended families of at least three generatioQS, ^h±l& 
respective urban statistic amounts to merely 10%» 
Tho number of extended families increases in direct proportion 
to the size of the farm. The charakteristxc feature of rural 
Poland remains the fact that the individual, private farm holding 
IS still cleary domxnant. All The members of the rucal faorily 
form a single prociuctive uixit. I'his is especially true for the 
larger I'armti where the demand for manual labor is signif icantly 
increased as a result of the generally low level of mechaniza- 
tion. Farm work, or in other words tho economic or productive 
function of the family, has a very important influence on the . 
rural social structure and its general life conditions. 
The intensity of these influences largely depends on the siae 
of landholding. In this regard it is important to mention that 
obout 27,5% of thG rural families /i.e. about '1 million families/ 
own farms which provide only a secondary or additional source 
of support, 'l-hese farms, as a rule, are not larger than aproximate- 
ly two hectares. The next category of rural famUiee is composed 
of that aroup possessing farms, which give them a prtory but 
not sufficient source of support. These families comprise about 
2.0% / or 700 OOO families/, and possess farms ranging in size 
from 2 to 5 hectares. The members of both of these catesories 
of rural famlles ace thus forced to seek non a^rxculturai ' 
ciousrces of incofr\e, maa.inly in industry. 
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In tux*n these people gi'adually acquire aspirations tending 
towards the formation of more permanent cormections wxtti the 
city in the future • Accordlns to the opinion of this group, 
work on the farm is increasinpjly seen In a negative light , 
as only those who are strong and stupid want to remaxn* 

In summationj the inf luence of the city and ur'ban model of 
life most directly al^fect these two categories o'f- rural families, 

III. Changes in the functions of rural families. Results of 
my investigation. 

My main objective here is to present the process of change 
in the functioning of the rural family, as set against the 
transformation of their general living conditions brought about 
by the socialist industrialization and urbanization in post-war 
Poland. 

My inveetigation was carried out in four villages situated 
at 8-16 kma^ south of T8rn6w, a large urban and industrial 
centre. My reseai-ch in these villages entailed the analysis of 
turo successive generations of ruxal families related to each 
othei^ by blood or marriage, namely, 120 procreation fatoilies 
/ i.e. taken hei^e to denote 5 years or less of marriagp/ and 
120 origin families / i.e. the parents and in-laws of the proc- 
reation facfiilies/. This i)ermitted us to study the changes taking 
place in the functioning of rural families in their faroily-an<3- 
environmental aspect on the one hand, and in 
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theix inter - generational aspect, on the other, thus allowing 
us to interpret the character of the eicamined reality in a dyna- 
mic way. alio analorsis of family problems in country life has 
served as a starting - point for a more extensive analysis of 
wore general isauses, such as: y the formation of a new value 
system. 2/ new cultural demands and consumption patterns in 
the village communities. 3/ the role of endogenous and exogene,.- 
us elements in the process of urbanization, V the degree of 
realization of the ..ocial consequences of this process, and 
5/ concrote manifestations of the process of adaptation of rural 
Poland to the changed situation, namely, that of a socialist 
industrialized community. 

Strongly emphasizing the analysis of empirical material 
I have foui^a. that the process of the discussed changes consists 
- within the scope of a family - mainly in a decrease of the 
deteorminins effect f ormerljr exerted by the productive - economic 
function upon the remaining ones, such as the procreationai, 
educational, securing, and integrational - expressive functions, 
owing to the accessibility of extra - agp^icultural sources 
of income and to Che constant decline of the significance of 
land as a value decisive for a given famiiya living conditions. 
These factors also determine the most vital characteristics of 
the process of family changes, which - in the roughest outline ^ 
consist in a transition from an existence explicitly determined 
by the type of farm and the character of the local community,- 
to an existence in constant alternatives and chances for promo- 
tior. dependent on individual skill and the anwunt kind of work 
undertaken by each family. 
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The reference system for the stronglj^ developed aspirations of 
ihe villagers for oonsuraptioa goods and cultural and civiliza - 
tlonal attalumentfl is the town and models of behaviour dissismi- 
nated by the mass media: it should be borne in mind, moreover, 
thah the rate of growth of these aspirations considerably exceeds 
the possibility of meeting these demands within a rural coflujiunity 
and by agricultural labor oalo'* 

Aq a result, the rural family successively sheds its features 
as a productive collectivity, to a gi.-owing extent assuiuins those 
of a cllectivity linked together by personal ties. 
In the situation when agricultural work is combined with work 
in industry, the villagers very often adopt a consumer's atti - 
tute to their farm, which is usually treated as a source of 
" free subsistence. Also, with a growing frequency, the local 
position of rural families is being determined by ertra - rural 
criteria, competing successively with the prestige factor foun- 
ded on the possession of land, the, lalrter in man;y oases preven- 
ting the achievement of the urban models of everyday life. 
The farm, losing its " eji^tra ~ temporal value in the traditio-- 
nal meaning, maintains on the one hand its value as the family 
common possession, protected by moral and customary sanctions, 
while on the other hand it begins to take on a more typically 
professional character. This is clearirevideDt in the carrying 
out of the secui-ing function. The latter comprises, among 
others, the socially recognized and comraonly practised custom 
of refund " payiuent by the family members staging on the farm 
to those leaving^ for town life or for work in industry. 
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The rerund institution is an example of a conflict between 
two value systemai between the traditionally conceived security 
and the requirements of up-to-date rational production ♦ 
The decline of the dotermining influence of the traditional 
Corras of farming entails the autonomtzation of the procreatlve 
f unction • The traditionally admitted models of such-and-such 
number of children per family, deprived of their economic and 
productive motivation^ acquire an emotive one, expressing the 
wish of ensuing happiness to one's family and to one^b chlldren- 
/i.e^ prosperity and a suitable social positior^* 

The process of autonomization of tihe procreatlve function 
is accompanied by the intensification of the educational function 
of the family, mainly as regards the care of children and the 
meeting of their economic requirements, increasingly determiaed 
by urban atandars^ The present - day educational ideal pursed 
by rural families con^rises a number of elements stressing tha 
individual's training and ability to take part in the life 
activities of an open community, with a marked orientation 
towards an extra-local and extra-rural environment ♦ 
This, however, is not coupled with a proper understanding of 
the requirements set forth by contemporary society la the field 
of education. The resulting frequent discords between parents 
and their children are attenuated by a gradual disappearance 
of the formalized familj structure^ 

The transition from integi^ation based upon composite produc 
elements 

tive - economic to integration founded upon personal, emotive 
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factors, entails the Coi^raation of the intcerational-exi)reG.*^ive 
function^ In its present stage it manifests itt:»elf in the 
most narked way in the fact that certain institutioncftXized 
ways of behaviour either disappear giving way i:o other i=>, or 
loae their formalized character becaming spoataneous means o£ 
emotive expression and familj ties^ Such changes can be £.een 
for example in tlie social rules of greetings, manaers and 
etiquette, such as in the custom of kissing the hgnd in the 
required social circumstances * 

Tne contemporary transformational processes so rap.idly 
imdergone by young families in large measure are nothing more 
than a deepened and accelerated continuation of the process 
of change which had ali'eady been taking place in the families 
of their pax^ents^ 

Contrary to the predominant trend in Polish sociological 
literature tending to mutually oppose these two genepatlons^ 
I have investigated the interconnections between them, regarding 
both the system of values as well as the functioning of taYiQ.ajf 
life^ Tliese interconnections are now expressed by a dialectical 
transitional coexistence and by the. occurence of fr<2Quent 
clashes betv;een the opposed elements representing* respectively, 
the traditional past and contemporiQry reality: as a result, the. 
present-day picture of country life and of it& culture has a 
markedly di shartnonious character^ 
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function of the rural family 



In the present stage of rural transf ormatj on, the ixit'iitra- 
tiori of urtK^n va.Vues and modelQ of behavior take on n simultane-' 
oublj harftomuS' and d isharmoniouQ charactori both the sphere 
of material culture as well ao eooial conflcioussneoflv 
On the one hand, we find a trend towards mutual coexistence 
and blending of uuban aud rural elements, while on the other 
hand J, there result a strong element of conflicting values^ resul- 
ting from the many contradictory elements of social life* 
This suggests a situation in which the hopes and aspira-jjiona 
of the rural inhabitants are often greater that the present 
level of the economic realities of our society^ The urban 
models clearly outreach the economic and civilizational develop- 
ment of the countryside, and of course, do not possess a genetic 
association with their life conditions.' Although such urbaii 
models are commonly accepted in the countryside, they usually 
remain hanging in a "cultural vacuum" , as if existung on the 
border of two opposing environments , city and village t still 
markedly contrasting with each other in our society* 
As a result, such urban models are not generally realized en^ 
applied, neither in the daily lifes of the villagerS| nor even 
on the surface on prestige level* 

In a very clear way, this pertains above all to the many 
elements of material culture", especially with regard to manufac- 
tured prodvDctfi, often being used not so much for raising the 
standard of living^ as for the puirpo&e of satisfying rural 
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aopxcationa to equate their own villase life with Ufo Ln the 
cxt3. There reoultn a ditl'erontiat lou of forms of family otruc 
ture, and toaethec with it. of attitudes, needs, and modcli;. 
^.hcieau in tt-aditional rui-al oocietiea t}»ese features were more 
clvjyc^ in harmony. 

We can see from this that the ntodern Polish village and its 
stature pootse^u a distinctively drshai-monious character. 
Genera <.b' apeakiims. cultural disharmony conceals within itself 
l^^ortcnt po3slbiiitieu for the intensification of farm produc- 
tion. Great c h a n c e s h e r e 1 i e i n t a k i- 
n S . d V , n t a g e of the s t r o n g i y . awake- 
ned needs and aspirations of rur^i 
-society, especially regardlns the potentialities of 
introducing modern technolosy into the countryside. 
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